MEDIA INFORMATION
PEARSON COLLECTION
The story of silversmithing from the Second World War to the present

The Pearson Collection is regarded as the largest privately owned collection of post-war British Silver. Although it had its origins in the early 1970s with the acquisition of antique and vintage domestic silver and objects of vertu, it was not until the mid-1980s that the interest in modern silver began to develop. 

It is an eclectic collection. Naturally, prolific makers such as Gerald Benney, Christopher Lawrence and Stuart Devlin are well represented. However, it also includes those of whom little or nothing is known. Take the stylish tea service made by Lawrence Vernon in 1948. All that is known is that Vernon was an electrical engineer by profession whose mark was registered only from 1943-51.

Although the collection is rich in boxes, its strength lies in the group made by Gerald Benney. Embellished with 18 carat gold, enamel and gemstones, the two dozen or so examples demonstrate the modern box maker’s art at its very best.

Whether it is a pair of candelabra weighing over six kilograms or a model of a mouse in a basket weighing a few grams, each piece in the Pearson Collection has been chosen with thought and care.
For more information visit the British Silver Week website: www.britishsilverweek.co.uk.
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