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MEDIA INFORMATION 
BRITISH SILVER WEEK 2009 – JUNE 8 TO 15
THE RENAISSANCE OF BRITISH SILVERSMITHING CONTINUES
British Silver Week returns in June 2009 with an even more impressive programme.  Supported by The Goldsmiths’ Company, British Silver Week’s lead patron, this week-long celebration of UK silversmithing promises to be bigger and better, with even more interesting events.  Once again, it will bring together leading names and the cutting-edge talent of the UK’s finest designer-maker silversmiths.  
To date, 80 silversmiths have registered including the acclaimed Malcolm Appleby, Clive Burr, Wally Gilbert, Brett Payne and Fred Rich, who are exhibiting for a second year.  Master silversmiths joining British Silver Week for the first time include Chris Knight, Hector Miller, Junko Mori and Hiroshi Suzuki.  British Silver Week 2009 has also attracted an even larger number of the UK’s young talented designer-makers.

Exhibitions at Chatsworth House – June 8 to July 5
Some 22 exhibition venues round the country have already been confirmed (list enclosed), the highlight of which is a month-long exhibition at Chatsworth House, home of the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire.  Through the generosity of the Duke, a renowned silver collector, an exhibition will be staged in Chatsworth’s Grand Dining Hall.  In addition to work by 12 of the UK’s finest modern silversmiths, selected pieces from the Pearson Collection, one of Britain’s largest privately owned collections of modern silversmithing, will be shown.  Demonstrations and talks by leading local silversmiths are also planned. 

Become a Friend of British Silver Week and

Win a Silver Wine Cooler Valued at £5,000

For those wishing to become supporters of British Silver Week a scheme called Friends of British Silver Week has been introduced.  To encourage membership there will be a draw to win a hand-raised silver wine cooler, valued at £5,000, specially created for the occasion by the highly regarded Ndidi Ekubia, and sponsored by the Assay Office London and Argentium which donated the silver.
Individual Friends will receive two tickets each to the launch-preview event at Goldsmiths’ Hall on June 2; acknowledgement in the British Silver Week catalogue and invitations to events around the country.    Monies raised will help even more young designer-makers to participate in the Educational Sponsorship Programme.

Events throughout the UK

Other event-holders around the country include Hamiliton & Inches, London and Edinburgh; Fred Rich at Barbara Tipple London; S.J. Phillips, London; David Fowkes Jewellery, Newark; Hancocks, London; John Higgins, Bath and Tetbury; Justin Richardson, Canterbury; Payne & Son, Oxford (full list enclosed).

Private views and exhibitions, as well as talks and demonstrations by leading silversmiths, will be held at all 22 venues.  There will be opportunities to discuss a commission, learn more about silversmithing techniques and spot emerging talents as well as meeting the country’s most celebrated designer-makers.   Visitors can enjoy the cachet of buying a one-off piece or finding that perfect wedding or christening present.  And with prices ranging from £200 to over £100,000 – there is something for everyone.  

All event-holders will have their events listed on the myfamilysilver.com website, with images of participating silversmiths’ work.

Educational Programme

To raise the professionalism, skills and awareness of business issues among young promising silversmiths, British Silver Week has introduced an educational sponsorship programme.  Leading silversmiths and companies have given their time and facilities free of charge to teach craft skills. There is also a business education programme of short courses for young silversmiths in their first three years of business. The grants are being used by British Silver Week to cover expenses incurred in running these courses including fares, subsistence, hotel accommodation, room and equipment hire, tools and materials for the students.

Corporate Sponsors

British Silver Week is also seeking Corporate Sponsors.  Individual sponsors will receive two tickets to the launch-preview event at Goldsmiths’ Hall, acknowledgement in the British Silver Week catalogue and website with a link to the sponsors’ own website.  Monies raised will be enable organisers to enlarge the British Silver Week educational programme.

The Goldsmiths’ Company

As lead patron, The Goldsmiths’ Company has been generous in its support for British Silver Week from the outset.  Says Dick Melly, Clerk of The Goldsmiths’ Company:  ”Through its charitable activities and its Assay Office, the Goldsmiths’ Company has been committed to the promotion and support of the craft for more than 700 years. Accordingly, the Company welcomes this initiative and its goals and is delighted, once again, to be British Silver Week’s major sponsor as it enters its second year with an impressive programme of events.”
One of 12 great Livery Companies in the City of London, The Goldsmiths’ Company received its first royal charter in 1327 and is responsible for testing the quality of precious metals through the operations of the Assay Office London.

For more information visit the British silver Week website:  www.britishsilverweek.co.uk
Ends.
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