MEDIA INFORMATION

BRITISH SILVER WEEK EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME

Now in its second year, the directors of British Silver Week have launched a Corporate Educational Programme for aspiring young silversmiths. 

Leading silversmiths and companies have given their time and facilities free to teach craft skills. There is also a business education programme of short courses for young silversmiths in their first three years of business. The grants are being used by British Silver Week to cover expenses incurred in running these courses including fares, subsistence, hotel accommodation, room and equipment hire, tools and materials for the students.

Sponsorship prizes and grants have been designed to raise the professionalism, skills and awareness of business issues among young entrepreneurial silversmiths through:

· Mentoring and training by established silversmiths

· Grants to facilitate courses and educational programmes

· Practical experience in established businesses.

Top UK silversmiths holding practical hands-on courses in their own workshops teaching silversmithing skills are:  Malcolm Appleby (Perthshire); Hamilton & Inches (Edinburgh); Brett Payne (Sheffield); Howard Fenn (London); Fred Rich (Croydon).

The following corporate educational sponsors have all provided grants and metal bursaries or space and facilities in their workshops: 

· The Goldsmiths’ Company – www.thegoldsmiths.co.uk

· Allgemeine – www.allgemeine-gold.co.uk

· Argex – www.argex.co.uk

· Cookson Precious Metals – www.cooksongold.com

· Merrell Casting Co  –  www.merrellcasting.co.uk

· Niagara Falls Castings – www.nf-castings.co.uk
· Precious Metal Clay Studio – www.thepmcstudio.com

· R.H.Wilkins – www.rhwilkins.co.uk

· Pearson Collection  

For more information visit the British Silver Week website: www.britishsilverweek.co.uk.
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